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In Indonesia the status of English as

a foreign language was declared formally

in 1955 in a teacher trainer conference

(Lauder, 2008). The status remains the same

until now that English is the first foreign

language taught at school (Komaria, 1998
in Lauder 2008).



Regulations:
1. Law 1989 Chapter IX
Section 39 mentions English as a compulsory
subject to be taught from Grade 7 at lower
secondary level. 
2. Government Regulation No.
060/U/1993 dated 25 February mentions
that on primary level English might be taught
as a local content subject starting from Grade 4



The aim of teaching English in schools is based

on the Decree of the Minister of Education and
Culture No. 060/U/1993 dated 25 February 1993
and the 1989 Constitution on the System of National
Education that the final goal of the English
subject at the schools is to enable the students to
be proficient in English in the globalization era
(Rachmajanti, 2008). 
Meanwhile, Nurkamto (2003) asserts that 
“the aim of the teaching of English in the schools has been 
to develop  the students’ communicative competence 
that would help the students in their university education” (p. 287).



The national curriculum has experienced
eight time changes:
1. 1947 (Rencana Pelajaran) –based on Pancasila
2. 1952, (Rentjana Pelajaran Terurai)- related every day activites
3. 1964 (Educational Plan/Rentjana Pendidikan)- academic knowledge
4. 1968, (separate-subject curriculum) 

language skills: reading, listening, writing, and speaking
5. 1975, (stressing on grammar mastery)
6. 1984, (Student Active Learning/Cara Belajar Siswa Aktif (SAL/CBSA)
7. 1994, (offered an idea that English syllabus should be developed by a team

consisted of national content and local content.)
8. 2004, Competence-Based Curriulum (CBC) in 2004. 

(communicative competence introduced by Celce-Murcia et al.)



9. 2006 -KTSP (School Based Curriculum). 
KTSP should be developed by individual schools 
based on Standard Competence and Basic 
Competence set by the National Ministry of 
Education and Culture.

(See Ministerial Regulation No 23 Year 2006).
English is formally an optional school subject
in primary schools and a compulsory subject
starting from junior secondary schools.



10. 2013 curriculum ( K-13 )  
the concept of active learning, character building, and
new paradigm of the 2013 curriculum is very relevant 

with the challenges faced by Indonesia 
bringing back true goal of English teaching, 
“meaningfulness and communicative functions”. 



Principles of 2013 K:

a. Topics are closely related to the students’ life at school, home and 
society. 

b. Students learn English by observing, questioning, exploring, 
associating, and communicating 

c. The use of authentic or near-authentic texts, spoken and written from 
various sources, including English textbook and textbooks for other 
subjects.

d. Students learn interpersonal, transac-tional, functional 
communication. 

e. Students learn attitude, knowledge, and skills. 



Challenges implementing 2013 K:
a. Some teachers and schools do not have enough information 

about the implementation of the 2013 curriculum. 
b. One of the challenges is to set the interesting learning sources

for her students and scoring criteria.
c. General English has been so far given more priority, 

not the English for specific purposes in SMK.
d. The Scoring criteria do not only focus on cognitive aspect, 

but also the personality aspect. The assessment is considered
to be very demanding. It is more complicated and time consuming.

e. Reduction of time allocation for English subject causes dissapointment
f. Daily individual assessment to all students required 

by the curriculum also make the teachers exhausted.



General problems faced are:

1. English is a foreign language
2. Teaching learning environment –teacher centered.
3. Very different classroom context  from a natural ESL language
4. The use of mother tongue in daily conversations
5. Human Resources 
6. Lack of motivation  
7. Crowded Class 
8. Proper teaching facilities,
9. Learners hardly use English in the real world even for simple 
purposes.



Challenges in English language Teaching in 

Indonesia
1. shortage of teachers’ training
2. Language proficiency issue 
3. Limited mastery of teaching methods 
4. Unfamiliarity to IT, and 
5. Lack of professional development.

((Nunan, 2003;
Salahuddin, Khan, & Rahman, 2013; Nurkamto,
2003)



Challenges in teaching English comes from students as
well;
a. students’ lack of vocabulary mastery, 
b. students’ low concentration----students boredom 
c. lack of parents’ support
d. lack of discipline, boredom------ age, sex, inexperience
e. speaking problem---- face threatening 



The goals have never been satisfactorily
achieved. Although English is officially taught
throughout secondary schools, competence and
proficiency in this foreign language among high
schools are generally low (Lie, 2007; Nurkamto,
2003). 



English teaching in Indonesian higher education

The goal is to equip the learners in improving the ability  to comprehend texts 
written in foreign language/English  for academic purposes and specific expertise 
in accordance  with their discipline (English for academic purposes).  Thus, the 
emphasis is  on reading English scientific texts. 



English in Higher education has 2 credits creating difficulties to achieve the 
goal. 

There are linguistics elements that students have to master before they gain 
the ability to find main ideas,  recognizing and building rhetorical frames. 
They have to understand sentence patterns, vocabulary, discourse, etc. 

What is taught with that amount of credits? 



The recent English teaching at higher education in Indonesia is not yet
satisfying. Since English is taught in limited time. it cannot make students
have the ability to use English to compete in the global world.

Besides adding the number of hours to learn English, the government
needs to have definite program for the English teaching at higher
education level.
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